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JOANNA M. 
WESTON
That Birthday Night
I was born in a backwoods
hospital on a day between
Thursday and Friday
a nothing time
that I caught in my teeth
held to the hard parts
of being female
against a tide of violence
and a rising smell of guns
in the air until I wiped
it clean with the dust
of desert sand
and made fireworks
from bed sheets to hang
banner high on signal hills
while my mother curled
her body into the question
of my existence
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